
ca bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb a ••••••••••  ca o a
wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww ca bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb acchhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhha bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb oo g

Just Six Miles South of Hearst Castle

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV   G ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd

cambr ia • cal i fornia
www.cambr iachamber.org

Official  Visi tor Guide



www.cambr iachamber.org2



Table of Contents

Antiques 5
Arts 5
Welcome to Cambria 7
Arts & Gifts 8
Chinese Temple 11
Elephant Seals 13
Facts About Cambria 14
How to Get to Cambria 15
Food & Dining 16
Health & Fitness 20
Town Criers 21
Lodging 22
A Brief History 28
Local Activities 29
Cambria Map 30
Relocation 32
Fun Events 34
Local Phone Numbers  37
Cambria by Foot 38
Services 38
The Squibb House 41
Theatre 41
Wine Tasting 42
Piedras Blancas Station 44
Weddings 45
Hearst Castle 46

www.cambr iachamber.org 3

Changing Seasonal Specials Presented by Chef 
Salvador Garcia and Staff: 

Nightly fresh seafood specials such as Fresh Alaskan 
Halibut with Honey Macadamia Crust a House Favorite! 

• Chicken Fried Steak
• Short Rib in Port Wine Reduction
• Berkshire Pork Chop with 
    Country Bourbon Sauce
• Lobster Pot Pie
• Fresh Salmon in       
    Parchment
• Angus Pot Roast
• Chicken & Dumplings
• Macaroni & Cheese with 
   Andouille Sausage and 
   Smoked Chicken
• Beef Stroganoff with filet 
   mignon and cremé fraiche
• Fresh red meat rainbow trout
• Coffee crusted Kobe top sirloin
• Fresh Lousinana Catfish
• Certified Angus Filet with 
   a Whisky Pancetta Sauce

Local Favorites:

Featured in: 
“1,0000 Places to 

See Before You Die 
in the USA and 

Canada"

The Cambria Magzine
Published by 

The Cambria Chamber of Commerce
767 Main Street

Cambria California 93428
(805 927-3624

Fax (805) 927-9426
www.cambriachamber.org

2009 Cambria Chamber of Commerce
Designed and Produced by 

Central Coast AdWorks
(805) 927-4399

www.ccadworks.com
Ad Sales by Tim Britz

Cover Photo by Brett White
with Marcia Rhoades, Tom Marcotte 

&  Linda McDonald



www.cambr iachamber.org4



www.cambr iachamber.org 5

• Birds of a Feather
2020 Main Street, Cambria • 805-927-2391 • Antiques to feather your 
nest.  Visit us at: www.2birdsofafeather.com.  Open Wed-Mon 10-5.

• Country Collectibles Antique Mall
2380 Main Street, Cambria • 805-927-0245 • 30-Dealer Mall. 
Open seven days, 10am-5pm, 9pm most Fridays & Saturdays.

Antiques

Arts 
• Allied Arts - Gallery at the Old Schoolhouse
880 Main St, Cambria • (805) 927-8190. Original art exclusively by 
local artists.  Wed-Sun, Noon-3:30. www.artistsofcambria.com

• Melanee Sylvester Gallery,  
Inside Front page

• Visions of Nature Gallery
Large format color and black & white photographic images by 
Bill La Brie. 784 Main Street in the West Village of Cambria. 
Toll free at (888) 201-7555 or (805) 927-0740.   
www.visionsofnaturegallery.com

www.cambr iaphotography.com
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Official Guide of the  Cambria Chamber of Commerce, 
(805) 927-3624 • 767 Main St. Cambria, CA 93428

Produced by Central Coast AdWORKS • www.ccadworks.com 
(805) 9274399 • ccadworks@charter.net

Interior Photos by Tim Britz, Tom Marcotte, Linda McDonald, 
Marcia Rhoades, Brett White & John Crippen

The information in this publication has been gathered and 
carefully compiled in such a way as to ensure maximum 
accuracy. The Cambria Chamber of Commerce, and Central 
Coast AdWORKS, cannot and do not guarantee the authen-
ticity of all of the information furnished them, nor the com-
plete absence thereof. Thus, no responsibility for omissions 
and errors can be, or is, assumed. Further, the Chamber 
does not endorse the products or services of its advertis-
ers or members. Please support the businesses that have 
purchased advertisements in this publication.  

(c) 2008-2009 Cambria Chamber of Commerce. 
All Rights Reserved Publication 

C a m b r i a
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CAMBR IA
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The soul and spirit of California’s Central 
Coast await you in the village of Cambria
 Cambria was established in the 1860s with the birth of 

a sawmill.  The town soon attracted whalers, miners, dairy-

men and ranchers.  Today it’s a magnet for thousands of 

visitors with myriad interests.  If you enjoy stepping back in 

time, visit sites like the Guthrie-Bianchini House, Old Santa 

Rosa Chapel, and the Santa Rosa Cemetery - where head-

stones immortalize Spanish land grant dons.  Cambria’s 

quaint shopping district boasts several restored buildings, 

with newer structures reminiscent of an old English village. 

Nearby Hearst Castle State Historic Monument is resplen-

dent with art treasures from the Greek and Roman eras, 

through the Renaissance, to the art deco period.  

 Should you seek to renew and refresh, Cambria’s 

spectacular coastal scenery is unparalleled.  Experience 

the briny surf crashing on jagged rocks, the fiery sunsets, 

the spouting whales in migration, the frolicking sea otters, 

and the massive elephant seals tenderly cradling their 

newborns.  Turn skyward to witness majestic hawks, wild 

turkeys, and graceful herons swooping above the wetlands.  

Tour the historic Piedras Blancas National Light Station, 

also a research site for the Monterey Bay Marine Sanctuary.  

Just inland, you’ll glimpse towering Monterey pines, and 

grassy knolls dotted with native wildflowers; and you might 

even spot a deer, raccoon, bobcat, or mountain lion.

 If you’re looking for action, opportunities beckon to visi-

tors of all ages.  Choose from shoreline pursuits like pho-

tography, kite flying, fishing, swimming, diving, windsurfing 

and kayaking.  Migrate slightly inland for cycling, hiking, or 

skateboarding; plus a gym that offers day rates.  For an 

offbeat trek, head to Nitt Witt Ridge, an eccentric hermit’s 

refuge built from odd pieces of junk.  Cambria’s small town 

nightlife includes little theatre productions, and live music 

in saloons and lounges. 

Comforts and temptations
 You’ll appreciate the broad array of Cambria’s accom-
modations.  A family can watch the waves while barbecu-
ing on the deck of its vacation rental home.  Girlfriends 
can reunite at a woodsy lodge or oceanfront inn and 
lovers can steal away to an intimate bed & breakfast.  You 
can even reserve a restored Victorian farmhouse with a 
21st century kitchen, one of many popular venues for a 
Cambria wedding.
 Serious pampering is offered by local day spas that 
provide a full complement of delights for body and soul.  
Wine tasting is another popular indulgence, enjoyed in 
local tasting rooms and nearby wineries.  Your palate 
will also be tantalized by Cambria’s many restaurants 
that serve everything from fine cuisine, to eclectic bistro 
fare, and barbecued burgers.  Several local delis and 
a farmers’ market offer all you’ll need for a picnic, from 
family favorites to gourmet specialties.  Small treats also 
abound; including mocha lattes, French pastries, artisanal 
breads and cheeses, unique ice creams, and handmade 
fudge.
 For a visual treat, browse our many unique art gal-
leries and boutiques.  Cambria is a renowned artist’s 
colony rich with paintings, sculpture, intricate glass 
pieces, jewelry, and wearable art.  A vast array of first-
rate specialty shops showcases popular collectibles, 
exquisite gifts, garden art and botanicals, aromatherapy, 
and metaphysical treasures.  For your convenience, the 
free Cambria Trolley shuttles between the shopping dis-
trict, popular local attractions, and area hostelries.  
 Despite its many grand experiences – historic, con-
templative, and recreational, Cambria remains a small, 
unhurried town whose residents will always welcome 
you enthusiastically, and serve you warmly.  You may 
arrive a stranger, but you’ll leave a friend, and you’re 
sure to return again and again. 

www.cambriachamber.org
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• A Matter of Taste, page 5

• Bob & Jan’s Bottle Shop, page 5

• Cambria Beads  page 5

• Cambria Garden & Arts  page 13

• Dirty Laundry, page 12

• Every Cowboys Ranch House  page 9

• Exotic Nature page 9

• Garden Shed, page 10

• Highway Won  page 9

• Kolliner Gallery page 9

• The Laundry Company, page 13

• Moonstones Gallery, page 13

• Old Cambria Marketplace, page 11

• Once Upon A Tyme, page 12

• Paws On Main
816 Main Street, Cambria • 927-PAWS (7297)
Rubber stamps and accessories for the creative mind 
and imagination!

• Porte House & GOWA page 10

• Seekers Glass Gallery page 12
4090 Burton Drive, Cambria • 805-927-4352 • 800-841-5250
Specializing in glass since 1981. More like a museum than a 
gallery.  www.seekersglass.com

• Teresabelle, page 10

• The Place
2336-A Main Street, Cambria • 805-927-1195 • Quality cotton 
casual women’s clothing & accessories at affordable prices.

• The Place West
784-D Main Street, Cambria • 805-927-1129 • Contemporary 
women’s apparel & accessories. Petite sizes available. 
10:00 - 6:00 · 7 days. a week!.

• Wearable Images/Cats Corner
786 Main Street, Cambria • 805-927-4110
“Cambria Casual” clothing for women.  Purrfect gifts for cat 
lovers!  InCredibly Comfortable Cotton Clothes.  

Arts & Gif ts

Ice Cream • Espresso Drinks
Seashells • Candy • Sandwiches

Nautical Giftware • Music • Souvenirs

755 Main Street, Cambria, California 93428
In Cambria's West Village • 927-1161

 

4063 Burton Dr., Cambria, CA 93428  (805) 927-9600

Historic 
Bed & Breakfast

Handcrafted 
Furniture

www.CambriaVirtualTours.com
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• Quality Christian Books • Greeting cards
• Bibles and study materials • DVDs and music

• Children’s books and toys
• Apparel, jewelry and gifts
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The Chinese dimension of 
Cambria’s history is important, 
but nearly invisible.  The only 
evidence is what has been called 
the “Chinese Temple” in the East 
Village.  Through the efforts of 
Greenspace—The Cambria Land 
Trust, the Chinese aspect of our 
community’s history has become 
more evident.

Chinese came to the Monterey 
area from China in the early 
1850s, and later migrated south 
along the Central Coast to har-
vest seaweed and abalone for 
shipment back to China. Begin-

ning in the 1870’s other Chinese worked in quicksilver mines near 
Cambria.

  Property near Bridge and Center Streets along Santa 
Rosa Creek became the focus of Chinese immigrant activities, 
and acquired the name, “Chinese Center.” Here they celebrated 
holidays, gambled, socialized, and worshiped. Buildings on the site 
included a bunk house, laundries, cabins and what people have 
called the “Chinese Temple” and “Joss House,” but more accurately 
is called an “Association Hall.”  It had fraternal and religious uses 
serving a “tong” called Chee Kong Tong.

Cambria’s ‘Chinese Temple’ and the Creekside Reserve
Typically tong buildings were painted red. Inside, lo-

cal residents recalled an altar graced by a large stat-
ue.  It also would have held two candlesticks, incense 
bowls, a rectangular bowl, and a pair of vases contain-
ing flowers, according to archeologists and historians.  
The building shares traits with the only other 19th cen-
tury California Chinese temples in Marysville, Oroville, 
Weaverville, and Mendocino, including orientation east 
toward flowing water.  

Chinese left the Center about 1916, and soon after 
that the Warren family purchased the property. The old-
er and less stable buildings were torn down, with only 
the “Red House,” familiar to Cambrians, remaining. 

Greenspace purchased the 1.6-acre property in 
1999, principally to preserve this rare piece of nature in 
the East Village.  In 2001 the dilapidated portions of the Red House 
were demolished, leaving only the Chinese temple.  As funds were 
donated Greenspace moved the temple closer to its original location, 
contracted for an archeological survey, and did the many other things 
required in restoring a rare piece of California history.

The Greenspace Creekside Reserve is open to the public during 
daylight hours, and the Chinese temple will be open occasionally.  

For more information go to: www.greenspacecambria.org 
or call 805.927.4866.
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Elephant Seals
By Joan Crowder 

A large and growing colony of northern elephant seals has 
made the beaches just south of the Piedras Blancas lighthouse 
their home base, and North Coast visitors have an up-close view 
as the seals give birth, mate, molt and play. Mother Nature’s free 
show, which can be safely viewed from a large boardwalk, changes 
with the seasons as seals of different ages come and go. Blue-
jacketed volunteer docent guides from Friends of the Elephant Seal 
are there to explain to visitors what’s going on at the moment.

Winter is the peak season of seal activity. The huge males, 
looking like prehistoric monsters and weighing up to 5,000 
pounds, begin arriving from their Alaska migration in late Novem-
ber. They put on a good show as they bellow in booming, echo-
ing voices, chase each other and fight for territory on the beach. 
The pregnant females start arriving in December.  Each alpha 
male reigns over his territory, surrounded by a harem of from 
30 to 40 females. Each female delivers one black pup, weigh-
ing about 60 pounds. The pups are born from mid-December to 
early February, and visitors may be lucky enough to observe a 
birth during that time. About 4,000 pups were born last year.

The females head out to sea after mating, leaving their fat 
weaned pups, called weaners, on the beach. The youngsters 
don’t know how to swim or forage for food, and during the 
months they are learning to swim, they live off the fat gained 
while nursing.

In March, most of the adults, having fasted for months, are 
far out to sea, feeding again. The big males are headed back to 
Alaska, and the winsome, wide-eyed weaners are still on the 
beach, playing and teaching themselves to swim. Some of these 
little guys are still there in April when the females and juveniles, 
from ages one to about five, return to molt. The seals shed a lay-
er of skin once a year in what is called a catastrophic molt. They 
look scruffy and tattered when they arrive and silvery and sleek 
in their new duds when they leave after four to six weeks. They 
come and go in a sort of musical chairs sequence of ages and 
genders. There are many seals on the beach in early spring, but 
they are pretty quiet.

Some of the females and juveniles are still there in late May 
when the subadult males come in to molt. These boys are fun 
to watch because, like most adolescent males, they like to show 
off, posture and playfight. To visitors who haven’t seen adult 
males, these young guys look big and tough, but they are juve-
nile versions of the adult males that return to molt in July.

In September and October some of the young seals return, 
this time just to rest. Early fall is the time of year when the fewest 
seals are on the beaches. But visitors may see harbor seals, sea 
otters, or dolphins. And they will always be greeted by friendly 
ground squirrels and maybe a cottontail rabbit or two.

The office of the non-profit Friends of the Elephant Seal is in the 
Cavalier Plaza in San Simeon, where books, videos, T-shirts, pho-
tographs, cards and other items are available.  For  more  informa-
tion  call the office at 924-1628  or  check www.elephantseal.org

Phillip Ehorn
American 

Watchmaker 
Institute

Jay Foreman
Fellow, British 
Horological

Institute

Over 60 Years Experience          (805) 927-5554
Selling and Servicing All Types of Clocks and Watches

Also Specializing In Vintage And Collectible Dolls
555 Main Street, Cambria, CA 93428 • fax: (805) 927-8013

 2084 Main St Cambria, CA 93428 | (805) 927-4776

A Store Like No Other...No, Really
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Facts About Cambria

Estimated 6,500

Sea level to 200 feet 

Mild - 50-70 degrees. No smog, seasonal fog.
Normal rainfall 20”-25”. Some pollens, in fall and spring.

San Luis Obispo County (unincorporated area). 
County Sheriff protection.

Tourism, agriculture, real estate, light industry, services.

Call the county assessor: (805)781-5643 or 1-800-834-4636.

New Dawn Montessori School, Grammar, Intermediate, 
Leffingwell and Coast Union High Schools.  Cuesta 
Community College and Cal Poly State University (SLO)

Family practitioners, ophthalmologist, optometrist, 
podiatrist, psychologists, chiropractors, dentists, x-ray, 
paramedic, ambulance and home health services are available.

Area hospitals:
• Twin Cities Hospital, Templeton (25 Miles)
• Sierra Vista, San Luis Obispo (30 miles)
• French Hospital, San Luis Obispo (35 miles)

Veterinary services are also available.

Cambria Community Healthcare District

POPULATION

ELEVATION

CLIMATE

GOVERNMENT

INDUSTRY

ASSESMENTS

SCHOOLS

MEDICAL
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At the foot of the scenic Highway One/Big Sur coast, halfway between Los Angeles and San Francisco, 
is the quaint seaside village of Cambria. An artist’s colony nestled in a forest of towering Monterey 
pines, Cambria offers visitors sophisticated restaurants, art galleries, antique and specialty shops and 
scores of nearby wineries. Just six miles south of world renowned Hearst Castle, this picturesque vil-
lage has a variety of motels, inns, bed and breakfasts, and vacation home rentals. Cambria is known 
for the friendliness and hospitality of its residents. A leisurely pace and country village atmosphere are 
the town’s main attractions, particularly for urban residents seeking a quiet, romantic getaway.

HOW DO I GET TO CAMBRIA?
• By CAR  Cambria is located 240 miles north of Los Angeles and 240 miles south  of San Francisco on U.S. 
Highway 1. From Highway 101, take Highway 46 or Highway 41 to Highway 1. Turn north on Highway 1.

• By AIR  The San Luis Obispo County Airport is 35 miles south of Cambria. 

•By TRAIN  An Amtrak train station is also located in San Luis Obispo,  35 miles south of Cambria.   Car 
rentals are available in San Luis Obispo, and a County bus runs between San Luis Obispo and Cambria.



www.cambr iachamber.org16

• Cambria Coffee Roasting Co. page 18

• Creekside Restaurant page 15

• Hamlet, The page 19  

• Indigo Moon page 19

• Las Cambritas Restaurant page 17  

• Linn’s Restaurant page 17  

• Moonstone Beach Bar and Grill page 19

• Mustache Pete’s page 18  

• Robin's page 15

• Soto’s Market & Deli page 17  

• Sow's Ear page 3  
 
• Wild Ginger page 18  

Food & Dining
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www.Cambr iaAr ts .com
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Food & Dining

www.CambriaVirtualTours.com
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Health & Fi tness
• Cambria Massage
Featuring Dave and Nancy’s Integrated Hot Jade Massage.  
Located at Moonstone Day Spa. 
(805)927-7752 or (805) 927-5159

• Healing Hands of Happy Hill Massage
ladytiedi@charter.net • 805-927-4805
Nurturing and therapeutic techniques, outcalls, prenatal, 
deep tissue, seated and warm stones 
 

• Therapy by the Sea page 21

90 Minute Massage for $75.00

Mary Heavrin
90 Minute Massage for $75.00

(805) 924-1521 

Certified Massage Therapist

Swedish • Shiatsu • Acupressure • Reflexology Deep Tissue • Warm Stones
Mud Wraps • Facial Skin Care & Full Body Exfoliation Treatments

Swedish • Shiatsu • Acupressure • Reflexology Deep Tissue • Warm Stones
Mud Wraps • Facial Skin Care & Full Body Exfoliation Treatments

www.McKarney.com



As long as there has been news to 
share, there have been messengers 
to deliver it. Bev and Jerry Praver, 
Cambria’s Town Criers, are fre-
quently seen, and especially heard, 
around town, dressed in their full re-
galia, ringing their bells and reading 
their eloquent and witty proclama-
tions. In 2000 the Pravers were ap-
pointed by the Board of Supervisors 
as The Official Town Criers of The 
County of San Luis Obispo. Since 
that time, they have appeared in 
parades, weddings, retirement and 
birthday parties, building dedica-
tions and many other civic and pri-
vate events.
The job of Town Crier can be 
traced back to 1066 A.D. when 
news of Britain’s invasion by Wil-
liam the Conqueror was passed 
from town to town by individuals 
specifically employed to call out 
the King’s proclamation.
Literacy among the majority of 
the populace was low well into the 
late 19th century as books and 
newspapers were generally only 
accessible to a small percentage 
of the English population. Procla-
mations, edicts, laws and news 

may well have been written on paper, 
but they were usually passed on to the 
general public by the Town Crier - the 
first (talking) newspaper.
Oyez, Oyez (roughly translated as 
“Hark” or “Listen”) became a familiar 
call in town squares, markets and public 
meeting places all over Britain, a sum-
mons for the town’s people to gather 
and listen to news of plague, victories 
in far off lands, Royal births, and execu-
tions.
The Town Crier would read a procla-
mation, usually at the door of the local 
inn, and then nail it to the doorpost of 

Town Criers:  A Proud And Honorable Tradit ion
the inn. The result of this tradition has 
been the naming of newspapers as “The 
Post”, the expression “posting a notice”, 
the “post office” and “posting a message” 
on the Internet.
With the coming of modern communica-
tions such as radio, television and the 
internet and the nearly one hundred 
percent literacy rate among the popula-
tion, one might think that the Town Crier 
would have become extinct. But today 
there are about four hundred Town Criers 
worldwide and about thirty in the United 
States. Town Criers are now in great de-
mand for civic ceremonies, charity func-
tions, tourism events and commercial 
ventures, where their colorful costumes, 
imposing presence and historical signifi-
cance are greatly valued. They also at-
tend crying competitions both regional 
and worldwide. However, Bev and Jerry 
Praver, like most Town Criers, do the job 
principally because they enjoy keeping 
an ancient tradition alive, and consider 
it an honor and a privilege to serve their 
town and community. 
For more pictures and information about 
Town Crying, contact Bev and Jerry 
Praver at www.bevjerry.com or call them 
at 805-927-5160.

www.cambr iachamber.org 21

Bev and Jerry Praver – Town Criers
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Lodging
• Bauers Gilded Nest B & B Homestay &   
  Art Studio
2 Art & Antique decorated accommodations available.
Welcoming guests of Cambria since 1993.
805-927-2356 • bauersgildednest@att.net
http://web.mac.com/nest93 

• Blue Dolphin Inn page 27

• Hostelling International Cambria
  Bridge Street Inn
4314 Bridge Street, Cambria • 805-927-7653
www.BridgeStreetInnCambria.com  Charming 1890's home 
in village.  Rooms and dorm.  Individuals/groups.

• Cambria Landing Inn
6530 Moonstone Beach Drive, Cambria • 805-927-1619. 
800-549-6789 • Ocean front Jacuzzi Suites, fireplaces, bal-
conies, continental breakfast & more!

• Cambria Shores Inn page 4

• Captain’s Cove Inn
6454 Moonstone Beach Drive, Cambria • 805-927-8581
800-781-COVE  • www.captainscoveinn.com
Enjoy ocean breezes, smell the salt air. 

• Chanticleer Vineyard Bed & Breakfast
805-226-0600 • West Paso Robles. • www.chanticleervineyard-
bb.com  Vineyard setting, walking distance to several 
vineyards.  Romantic retreat, fireplaces, luxury baths.

• The Frog Palace
3290 Bradford Circle, Cambria • 805-927-6850
Bed & Breakfast homestay with mountain & valley views.  You will 
enjoy our fireplaces, hot tub a full breakfast.

• Little Sur Inn  page 26

• Mariner’s Inn page 25

• Moonstone Cottages page 27

• Moonstone Inn  page 25

• Moonstone Landing page 26

• Pickford House
2555 MacLeod Way, Cambria • 805-927-8619, Toll-Free: 
888-270-8470 A romantic B & B dedicated to film stars of the 
1900-1920's.  Visit us on the web at www.thepickfordhouse.com

• San Simeon Pines Resort page 27

• Sand Pebbles Inn page 27

• Squibb House, page 8

• White Water Inn page 25 & back cover

• Whispering Pines Bed & Breakfast
1605 London Lane, Cambria • 805-927-4613 
Romantic, secluded & stress free.  King bed, full breakfast 
and spa.  www.whisperingpinesbedandbreakfast.com email: 
reservations@whisperingpinesbedandbreakfast.com

• Windrush
6820 Moonstone Beach Drive, Cambria • 805-927-8844 
Enjoy scenic coast, king bed, continental breakfast, TV, 
refrigerator. No smoking.
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1880 Main Street • Cambria
(805) 927-4634 • (800) 552-5434

Located in the Heart of Cambria

Web Site: www.bluebirdmotel.com

Old-fashioned hospitality fireplace 
lounge,country decor in a

creekside garden setting.
Suites with fireplaces. Near 

restaurants. shops and galleries.
FREE High Speed internet on Property.

Family Owned



What is  a Moonstone?
Moonstones are named after the beautiful 

translucent stones found on Cambria’s beaches.
Moonstone or chalcedony is formed in the earth 

by patient dripping of water through the ages. It 
is swept down the streams into the ocean where 
it is tumbled and polished by our turbulent surf 
along our rocky coast.

The ancient Greeks believed the stone to arouse 
the most tender of passions and were convinced 
that the stone foretold the future and could guide 
a person in making decisions.

With its beautiful silvery light and mysterious 
qualities, the moonstone is truly a wonderful trea-
sure reminiscent of Cambria.

Cambria moonstones are also called quartz ag-
ates and may be found along the beaches from 
San Simeon Cove south to Moonstone Beach.

Cambria Chamber of Commerce at  
  (805) 927 3624

www.cambr iachamber.org24



   Great horn owls are mysterious and wise... well, maybe.  As fledglings they’re clumsy and goofy.  Not to mention mean as a snake.  
Maybe it’s just our human nature, but when we see baby animals in the wild or in rescue centers we naturally say, “Oh, how cute!” 
We want to pet and cuddle the little fellas.  That’s the wrong way to go with young owls in general, and especially wrong with great 
horn owls!
   They’ve got attitude.  They’re ag-
gressive and fearless.   These no-
nonsense raptors are able to rip flesh 
from the bone with serrated beaks 
and a talon strength of over 28lbs per 
square inch by the time they reach 6-8 
weeks of age.  They may look cuddly 
with their downy feathers, but they are 
ready to roll over any available prey 
item that scurries their way.  
  Feel privileged to see them in your 
trees.  Marvel at their silent flight, 
glowing eyes and glorious markings.  
But keep your small pets in at night 
just in case, and enjoy them from afar.  
You’ll see great horn owls, barn owls 
and other birds of prey all around 
Cambria making their way in one of 
the most beautiful spots on earth!
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Mariner’s Inn by the Sea
(805) 927-4624 • www.marinersinncambria.com • marinersin@aol.com

6180 Moonstone Beach Drive, Cambria, CA 93428
26 Ground Floor, Easy Access Rooms On Moonstone Beach • Deluxe Family Suite With 2 Bedrooms And Observation Deck

Complementary Continental Breakfast From Local Italian Bakery • Cable Tv, Jacuzzi, Pet Friendly Property

All Non-smoking Rooms • Close To Hearst Castle • 100 Feet From Ocean And Boardwalk
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 A Boutique, Family Owned Hotel 

Enjoy a stroll on the 

beach or boardwalk. 

Take in the beauty of 

breaking waves from one 

of our oceanfront or 

ocean view suites. 

All rooms have gas 

fireplaces and include 

an extended continental 

breakfast & evening 

hors d’oeuvres.

Ocean Front, Near Hearst Castle & Wineries
6190 Moonstone Beach Drive, 
Cambria, California 93428

Toll-Free 866-478-7466 or 927-1329
reserve online www.littlesurinn.com

6240 Moonstone Beach Drive, Cambria

Toll-Free 800-830-4540 or 927-0012
or reserve online at www.moonstonelanding.com

Our Beach Front property is 
just minutes away from 
Hearst Castle, wineries and the 
southern entrance to Big Sur. 

Enjoy peaceful and romantic 
accommodations that have 
earned the coveted "3 Diamond" 
rating from AAA. 

Honored with "The Most 
Scenic View Around" and 
voted one of the Top 15 B&B 
Country Inns in Arrington's 
2003 Book of Lists.
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Cambria & The ArtsA Br ief  History 
of Cambria

The place we now call Cambria was once part of the 
lands of the Mission San Miguel. After Mexico de-
clared its independence from Spain in 1821, the Mis-
sions were secularized and the lands were given to 
prominent individuals through the land grant system. 
On January 18, 1841, Governor Juan B. Alvarado 
granted the 13,000 acre Rancho Santa Rosa to Don 
Julian Estrada.
The first man to own much of Cambria after the land 
grant system began to fade was Domingo Pujol, a San 
Francisco attorney who had loaned money to Don Ju-
lian Estrada. Rancho Santa Rosa was the security for 
the loan and, when Estrada defaulted, Pujol foreclosed 
and took the land. In the mid-1860s speculators and 
others came and bought the land from Pujol, who sold 
it at a profit. Among the few original investors were 
five men named George. George Lull built a general 
store in 1865 at what is now the southeastcorner of 
Bridge and Main Streets. George E. Long, George W. 
Proctor and George W. Davis bought land in Cambria 
between 1866-1868 and George Lingo bought land in 
the 1870s. Some landholders developed other plans 
and wound up with other interests. One of the first was 
George Proctor who built the three-story Proctor Hotel 
across Bridge street from Lull's store. The town was 
called "Slabtown" because many of the buildings were 
made from rough slabs of wood. This was the begin-
ning of Cambria.
"Slabtown" grew rapidly and by 1880 Cambria was the 
second largest town in San Luis Obispo County. Early 
industries in the area included cinnibar mining, land 
sales, lumbering, dairying, beef-cattle ranching and 
grain and orchard farming.
Known over the years as Santa Rosa, Roseville, San 
Simeon and "Slabtown", the town became Cambria 
(the Latin word for Wales according to Funk & Wag-
nall's) on January 10, 1870, on the recommendation 
of a local committee. 
Today, although real estate sales are still an important 
part of the economy, the pine covered hills and rugged 
shoreline attract more artists and tourists than miners 
and lumber mills.

 Local Activi t ies
Many painters, sculptors, musicians, actors and craftspeople call 
Cambria home.  The beauty of the area provides inspiration and the 
opportunity to work with other artists.  A well established group is the 
Wednesday Irregulars which meets weekly to choose a scenic spot 
along the coast, create and then critique their efforts over a brown 
bag lunch....out of towners are welcome.  The town has a number 
of galleries which show both local as well as internationally known 
artists.  Art lovers are pleased to find prices well below those of 
other coastal communities.  Theater and music aficionados will find 
much to enjoy at the Theater at the Old Grammar School and the 
Pewter Plough Playhouse as well as concerts presented throughout 
the year at various locations; everything from legitimate theater to 
original productions, from jazz to chamber music.  There is a wealth 
of artistic offerings in this small town.
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•  BEACHCOMBING 
Moonstone Beach, Cambria’s magnificent public parklands, with miles of 
rugged coastline, is a beachcomber’s paradise.  The beach is covered with 
tiny, smooth semiprecious stones and there are tide pools teeming with life.  
Take a walk on the wonderful new boardwalk or go barefoot in the sand.

• YEARLY EVENTS 
Attend barbecues, art shows, music festivals and events.  
Festivities include:
• January – Annual Art & Wine Festival   
• February – Western Dance Jamboree  
• March – Easter Egg Hunt in the Park 
• April – Chili Cook-off and Classic Car Show 
• May – Cambria Garden Extravaganza
• June – Country Coast Classic Bike Ride 
• July – Fireworks Display at the Ocean
• August – Greenspace Art Auction
• September – Pinedorado Labor Day Parade and BBQ
• October – Open Studios Art Tour
• Nov-Dec – Holidays in the Pines Events & Scavenger Hunt  
For more events see www.cambriachamber.org

•  RECREATION
 In addition to fishing, reacreationalists will find surfing, windsurfing 
and swimming in the ocean along local beaches.  There are many hiking 
trails in the area and a historic walking tour of the village.  Bicycles can 
be rented locally and for the golf enthusiast there are wonderful courses 
nearby.  Kayakers enjoy the waters along local beaches and kayaks can be 
rented in town.  You can also watch the white clad lawn bowlers Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at the Joslyn Center on Main Street.  

•  WINERIES
It’s great fun to visit Cambria’s local wine shops where you can taste many, 
varied and interesting wines from local wineries.  The closest winery, 
Harmony Cellars, is located about 4 miles south of Cambria in the tiny vil-
lage of Harmony.  Take a day tour of the more than 60 wineries and 200 
vineyards that dot the hillsides nearby.  You’ll enjoy tasting award winning 
wines and a beautiful drive on the pastoral, country roads.              

•  SANTA ROSA CREEK ROAD 
Enjoy this idyllic country road lined with working cattle ranches, orchards 
and farms. For a scenic ride, take the Cambria to Cayucos loop which 
begins at Santa Rosa Creek Road, at the east end of Main Street in Cambria, 
crosses Highway 46 at midpoint and ends at Highway One in Cayucos.

•  HEARST CASTLE™
Hearst Castle™ is open for tours all year except Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s days. Four separate tours are required to cover all of the 
165 room estate. Tour One is recommended for the first time visitor. In the 
Spring and Fall a special Evening Tour program is available. All tours begin 
at the Castle’s Visitor Center located just off Highway One, six miles north 
of Cambria. Reservations are recommended. Tickets are available by calling 
1-800-444-4445.

•  NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC THEATER
Experience the giant 5-story tall screen and incredible digital surround 
sound, located at the Hearst Castle™ Visitor Center, six miles north of 
Cambria. The theater shows “Hearst Castle, Building the Dream” and other 
features periodically. Call the theater at (805) 927-6811 for more informa-
tion.  

•  FISHING
William R. Hearst State Beach, just 7 miles north of Cambria, has pier fishing and 
two fishing boats available for full or half day trips. Winter whalewatch excursions 
are also available. Rock and surf fishing is permitted along Moonstone Beach at 
various locations.

•  OVERNIGHT CAMPGROUNDS
San Simeon State Beach, just a few miles north of Cambria, has overnight spaces all 
year round. For reservations at State Parks call 1-800-444-7275.

•  DAY USE PARKS
In Cambria, Leffingwell Landing, at the north end of Moonstone Beach Drive, offers 
magnificent coastline views, picnic tables, restrooms and beach access. Shamel 
Park, adjacent to Moonstone Beach on Windsor, has a large, protected grassy area, 
playground, horse shoe pit, picnic tables and BBQ’s for day use. The swimming pool 
is open in the summer. In San Simeon Cove, William R. Hearst State Beach has picnic 
areas, public restrooms, and a pier.   

•  NITT WITT RIDGE
This charming home is an example of folk art architecture, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Landmarks. Built in 1928 by Art Beal, also known as Captain Nit 
Wit, Nit Wit Ridge has been featured in many national publications and on television. 
Located at 881 Hillcrest, take Cornwall off Main Street in the West Village to see it. 

•  GALLERIES, SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS
All along the main street and short side streets of both the East and West Villages, 
you will find charming gift shops, art galleries, antique malls, specialty shops, and 
fine restaurants–many of which have live music. Every Friday from 2:30 pm to 5:00 
pm you can visit our famous Farmers Market.

• PEWTER PLOUGH PLAYHOUSE
“The Jewel Box of Community Theatres”  presenting live plays and refreshing enter-
tainment year-round in a unique, charming and professional atmosphere, since 1976. 
Main Street at Sheffield, West Village.   For current attractions call 927-3877; 
www.pewterploughplayhouse.org 

• ELEPHANT SEALS 
can be seen on the beaches south of the Piedras Blancas Lighthouse, 12 miles north 
of Cambria.  These creatures include the great blubbery males with pendulous noses 
that give these beasts their name; winsome females whose faces seem etched with 
a smile and the endearing babies with big, round eyes.  Birth and breeding season is 
at its peak in January and February, with pups being born and big guys fighting for 
breeding access.  For more information call 924-1628.

•  MARINE LIFE
Gray whales can be seen migrating south from late December to early February, and 
north during March and April.  Excellent sites for whale watching include Leffingwell 
Landing and the park all along Moonstone Beach.  Cambria is the southern gateway 
to the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.  Along Moonstone Beach you will 
see seals basking in the sun and sea otters frolicking in the waves.  Just north on 
Hwy. One, Elephant seals haul out along the beach to calve and mate.  Visit the San 
Simeon Bay and the Coastal Discovery Center for information and exibits about the 
rich natural history of the area.  For more information 805-927-2145. 

•  CAMBRIA VILLAGE TROLLEY
Take the Cambria Village Trolley along Main Street through the East and West Villages 
Cambria’s shops, galleries and eateries abound. For those who want to explore a 
little further, the hour long route will take you the length of Moonstone Beach Drive 
where a boardwalk offers a beautiful mile long stroll along the ocean.  Or the Trolley 
can drop you off at the entrance to the Fiscalini Ranch where hiking trails offer spec-
tacular views along the bluffs and beautiful trails through the Monterey Pines.  The 
Trolley is fun and it’s free! 

 Local Activi t ies
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A
Adams Street. .. . .. . .. . .C3
Alban Place . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Amherst Place .. . .. . .. . .C2
Andover Place .. . .. . .. . . B2
Ardath Drive. . .. . .. . C2, C3
Arlington Street . . .. . .. . . B2
Arliss Drive .. . .. . .. . .. . .C3
Ascot Court.. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Ashby Lane.. . .. . .. . .. . . A2
Astor AvenueC2
Atwell Atreet. . .. . .. . .. . .C1
Avon Aveneue .. . .. . .. . .C2

B
Banbury Road .. . .. . .. . .C2
Benson Avenue  . .. . .. . .C2
Berwick Drive. .. . .. . .. . .C2
Bixby Street . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Blythe Place. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Bradford Circle.. . .. . .. . .C3
Bradford Place.. . .. . .. . .C2
Bradford Road .. . .. . .. . .C2
Brand Place . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Bridge Street . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Brighton Lane  .. . .. . .. . . A1
Bristol Street  . .. . .. . .. . . B1
Bryan Place . . .. . .. . .. . . B1
Buckingham Place . . .. . . B2
Buckley Drive. .. . .. . A1, A2
Burton Circle . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Burton Drive. . .. . .. . B2, C2

C
Camborne Place. .. . .. . .C2
Cambria Road .. . .. . .. . . B2
Cambria Pines Rd. . . . A1, 
A2
Cambridge Street .. . .. . . B1
Canterbury Lane. .. . .. . . A1
Cardiff Drive . . .. . .. . .. . .C2 
Castle Street . .. . .. . .. . .C1
Center Street . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Charing Lane. .. . .. . .. . . A1
Chatham Lane.. . .. . .. . . A1
Chelsea Lane  .. . .. . .. . . A1
Chester Lane. .. . .. . .. . .C2
ChIswick Way  .. . .. . .. . . A1 

Cornwall Street . . .. . .. . . B1
Coventry Lane .. . .. . .. . . A1
Cowper Street .. . .. . .. . .C2
Croyden Lane .. . .. . .. . . A1

D
Darby Lane.. . .. . .. . .. . . A1
DeVault Place  .. . .. . .. . . B1
Dorking Avenue  . .. . .. . .. . . 
C2
Dorset Street . .. . .. . .. . . B1
Dovedale Avenue .. . .. . .C2
Dover Lane.. . .. . .. . .. . . A1

Downing Avenue. .. . .. . .C2
Drake Street  . .. . .. . C1, C2
Dreydon Avenue . .. . .. . .C2

E
Ellis Avenue . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Emerson Road.. . .. . .. . .C2
Emmons Road.. . .. . C1, C2
Ernest Place  . .. . .. . C2, C3
Eton Road. .. . .. . .. . B3, C3
Evelyn Court  . .. . .. . .. . . A2
Evensong Way . . .. . .. . . B2
Exeter Lane . . .. . .. . .. . . A1
Exotic Gardens Dr . . .. . . A1

F
Fallbrook Street  . .. . .. . .C1
Fern Drive. .. . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Finney Road  . .. . .. . .. . .C3

G
Gaines Street. .. . .. . .. . .C1
Gleason Street.. . .. . .. . .C3 

Green Street  . .. . .. . .. . .C3
Greystone Way . . .. . .. . . B2
Grove Street  . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Guildford Drive.. . .. . .. . . B1

H
Haddon Drive. .. . .. . .. . .C2
Hartford Drive  .. . .. . .. . .C2
Harvey Street. .. . .. . .. . .C1
Hastings Street . . .. . .. . . B1
Heath Lane.. . .. . .. . .. . . B1
Hillcrest Drive  .. . .. . .. . . B2
Holden Place . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Hudson Avenue  . .. . .. . .C3
Huntington Road. .. . .. . . B1

I
Iva Court . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Ivar Street . .. . .. . .. . .. . .C1

j
Jean Street .. . .. . .. . .. . .C1

K
Kay Street. .. . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Kathryn Drive. .. . .. . .. . . A2
Kendal Lane  . .. . .. . .. . . A1
Kenneth Drive .. . .. . .. . .C2
Kent Street .. . .. . .. . .. . . A1
Kerry Avenue . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Kerwin Street . .. . .. . .. . .C1
Knollwood Circle. .. . .. . . B2
Knollwood Drive . .. . .. . . B2

L
Lampton Street . . .. . C1, C2
Lancaster Street . .. . .. . . B1
Langton Street .. . .. . .. . .C2
Latham Place. .. . .. . .. . . B2
Laurel Place. . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Lawson Place  .. . .. . .. . .C2

Leighton Street . . .. . .. . . B1
Leona Drive . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Leonard Place .. . .. . .. . .C2
Linden Court  . .. . .. . .. . .C3
London Lane . .. . .. . .. . .C3
Londonderry Lane . . .. . .C3
Lucille Avenue .. . .. . .. . .C2
Ludlow Avenue . . .. . .. . .C2
Lyle Avenue . . .. . .. . C2, C3

M
MacLeod Way .. . .. . B2, C3
Madison Street . . .. . C1, C2
Main St. . . . . .B1, B2, B3, 
C3
Malvern Avenue . .. . C2, C3 
Manor Way .. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Margate Avenue . .. . .. . . B2
Marjorie Place .. . .. . C2, C3
Marlborough Lane . . . C1, 
C2
Martingale Road . .. . .. . . B2
McCabe Drive .. . .. . .. . .C3
Melrose Avenue . .. . .. . .C2
Merlyn Avenue.. . .. . C2, C3
Mills Street .. . .. . .. . .. . .C3
Moonstone Beach Dr.. . . A1
Murray Place . .. . .. . .. . . B1

N
Nault Avenue . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Newhall Avenue . .. . .. . .C2
Newport Avenue . .. . .. . .C2
Newton Drive. .. . .. . .. . . B2
Norfolk Street. .. . .. . .. . . B1
Northampton Street . .. . . B2
Norton Lane . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Norwich Avenue . .. . .. . .C2
Nottingham Drive .. . .. . . B2

O
Oakhurst Drive.. . .. . .. . . B2
Ogden Drive  . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Orin Place. .. . .. . .. . .. . .C3
Orlando Drive  .. . .. . .. . .C1
Orme Place.. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Orville Avenue .. . .. . .. . .C2
Orville Place  . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Oxford Avenue.. . .. . .. . .C2

P
Patterson Place  . .. . .. . . B2
Pembrook Drive . .. . .. . . B1
Pickwick Lane .. . .. . .. . .C3
Pierce Avenue .. . .. . .. . .C2
Pine Court. .. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Pine Knolls Drive  .. . .. . . B2
Pineridge Drive . . .. . .. . .C3
Pinewood Drive  . .. . .. . . B2
Piney Way  .. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Pitt Place  . .. . .. . .. . .. . .C2 
Plymouth Street  . .. . .. . . B1
Preston Street .. . .. . .. . .C3

R
Radcliff Avenue . . .. . .. . .C2
Ramsey Avenue . .. . .. . . B2
Randall Drive. .. . .. . .. . .C2
Richard Avenue  . .. . .. . .C2
Rodeo Grounds Road B2
Rodman Avenue . .. . .. . .C2
Rogers Drive . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Romney Drive .. . .. . .. . .C2
Roscoe Place  .. . .. . .. . .C3
Ross Road .. . .. . .. . .. . .C2

S
St. James Road . .. . .. . .C2
St. Thomas Avenue . .. . .C2
Sandown Place. . .. . .. . .C2
Santa Rosa Creek Rd B3
Schoolhouse Lane . . .. . . B3
Sheffield Street . . .. . .. . . B2
Sherwood Drive . .. . .. . .C1
Skye Street .. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Smith Court.. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Somerset Way .. . .. . .. . . A1
Spencer Street.. . .. . .. . .C3
Stafford Street .. . .. . .. . . A1
Stuart Street  . .. . .. . C2, C3
Suffolk Street . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Sunbury Avenue . . . . . A2, 
B2

T
Taft Place . .. . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Tamson Drive. .. . .. . .. . . B2
Tipton Street  . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Trenton Drive. .. . .. . .. . .C2 
Tully Place  .. . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Tweed Avenue .. . .. . .. . .C2

V
Victoria Way. . .. . .. . .. . .C1
Village Lane . . .. . .. . B2, B3

W
Wales Road . . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Wall Street  .. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Wallace Avenue . .. . C2, C3
Wallbridge Drive . .. . .. . . B1
Warren Road . .. . .. . .. . .C2
Warwick Street . . .. . .. . . A1
Wedgewood Street  . .. . .C1
Wellington Drive . .. . .. . . A1
West Street.. . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Weymouth Street .. . .. . . A1
Whitehall Avenue .. . .. . . B1
Wilcombe Road  . .. . .. . .C2
Wilton Drive . . .. . .. . .. . . B2
Windsor Blvd North . .. . . B1
Windsor Blvd South. .. . .C1
Wood Drive.. . .. . .. . B2, B3
Worcester Drive . .. . .. . . B1

Y
Yorkshire Drive . . .. . .. . . B2

C A M B R I A  S T R E E T  M A P
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• Breen Realty page 35

• Cambria Coastal Properties page 33

• Howard, Bruce page 37

• Kasper, Bob page 35

• Offerman, Dennis page 36

• Williams, Kellie page 35

Relocation

800-927-3883
805-927-3883
800-927-3883
805-927-3883

723  Main Street, in the West Village of Cambria

Serving Cambria  since 1973

"Ocean view homes starting at $599,000"
"Ocean view lots for under $30,000"

"Ocean view homes starting at $599,000"
"Ocean view lots for under $30,000"

www.cambr iachamber.org32

746-A Main St., in the West Village of  Cambria
search the entire MLS at 

www.CambriaPinesRealty.com

Manya Brett
Broker-Associate

805-927-5000
800-223-3834

Each Office Is Independently 
Owned and Operated

DON BRICKER 
REAL ESTATE, INC.

702 Main Street in the West Village of Cambria, CA 93428
www.cambria-realestate.com

www.CambriaVirtualTours.com
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January - Cambria Art & Wine Festival

December - Village  Decks Out For 
“Holidays In The  Pines”

Fun Events in cambria
April -  Annual Chili 

Cook-off And 
Classic Car Show

You might spot the very car model in which 
you once cruised, thrilled to your first kiss, or 
devoured burgers and shakes without guilt.  Well-
restored “wheels” are displayed by owners who 
may even dress the part, and there’s no charge 
to check them out. 

And, aromatic chili beckons Main Street 
travelers for blocks.  Local chefs, individuals and 
non-profit organizations face off to win trophies, 
get visibility or have just plain fun.  Sampling runs 
from 12:00 to 3:00.

Along with the officials the public serves as 
judge, too.  For just five dollars, you get a chili 
tasting kit comprised of a cup, spoon and an offi-
cial ballot.  The average nosher winds up eating 
a full bowl for lunch.  Not big on chili?   To wash 
down your lunch, buy an ice-cold beer or soda 
from the Cambria Rotary Club.  At 3:00, trophies 
are awarded to the winning car and chili entries.  
It’s an affair truly worth celebrating – we’ll save 
you a tasting kit!

Just like a good wine, Cambria’s Art & Wine Festival gets better as 
it ages.  In year five of this event, art and wine activities will be featured 
throughout the village with demonstrating artists, special shopping 
deals, wine tasting, gourmet foods and entertainment. 

On Friday night, the Kick Off Party offers another wonderful wine 
tasting and food pairing, as well as  the art show preview and entertain-
ment.  On Saturday comes the Main Event, and with it, a Vets’ Hall full of 
the finest wines on the Central Coast.  The Joslyn Center will once again 
host demonstrating artists and wineries with food pairing.  

The event has grown each year so that this year the festivities 
will continue throughout the week-
end with extended shopping spe-
cials and sensational raffles to be  
announced Sunday afternoon. This 
three day event is planned to include 
all of Cambria’s businesses – shops, 
restaurants, lodgings, galleries and 
other services -  in fun activities 
throughout the village. Mark your 
calendar and join us as we enjoy 
the many delights offered up by 
Cambria’s business community.  

Call the Chamber for more 
information – (805) 927-3624 or visit 
our website at www.cambriacham-
ber.org

With Santa Claus clear-
ly overbooked by growing 
demand, Cambria is picking 
up the slack this year with 
“Holidays in the Pines”, a 
community extravaganza that 
captures the classic spirit 
and magic of the holiday sea-
son.   From after Thanksgiving 

through December, the village will be decked out with an unforgettable 
display of decorations, deals and discounts. 

Cambria’s quaint historic buildings, friendly merchants and enchanting 
scenery have always lent themselves to the season.  Merchants build on 
that ambiance to create an extraordinary holiday experience.   As part of 
the festivities, the village will celebrate specific events including Hospitality 
Night; the Decorated Tree Auction; a Gourmet Food and Wine tasting; the 
Holiday Farmer’s Market; the Children’s Party with Santa and a Holiday 
Musical Extravaganza.   Lights and festive décor in the village will “illumi-
nate” the entire village. 

Locals and visitors alike are invited to visit www.cambriaholidays.com 
or stop by the Cambria Chamber of Commerce for a list of participating 
merchants, hotels, restaurants and attractions.  Each participating busi-
ness offers a deal or discount, so you can enjoy the festive atmosphere and 
shop for unique, “one of a kind” holiday gifts.  Pick up a “Scavenger Hunt 
Program” which allows you to participate in a secret number hunt and enter 
the drawing for a “Weekend Getaway in Cambria”, including charming hotel 
accommodations and money for a grand “shopping spree."   

www.cambr iachamber.org34 For a full event calendar go to:
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Celebrate 50 years of Hearst Castle - 2008
www.cambr iachamber.org36

DENNIS OFFERMAN
BROKER ASSOCIATE
RETIRED LAPD/BPD

(805) 927-9344 DIRECT
(800) 223-3834 TOLL FREE

(805) 927-5375 FAX
DENNIS@OFFERMANBYTHESEA.COM

WHERE WILL YOU RETIRE?
Contact me for FREE information

regarding homes & land for sale
anywhere on the Central Coast.

DON BRICKER
REAL ESTATE, INC.
702 Main Street
Cambria, CA 93428
Each Office is Independently
Owned & Operated

VISIT… WWW.OFFERMANBYTHESEA.COM

Committed to Protecting & Serving Your Real Estate Needs



EMERGENCIES
Crimes, fires or medical assistance Dial 911

CAMBRIA SERVICES
Cambria Chamber of Commerce 927-3624
Cambria Library  927-4336
Cambria Healthcare District 927-8304
Cambria Community Services District   927-6223
Fire Department (Business) 927-6240
Shamel County Park (Reservations) 781-5930
Sheriff Department (Business} 800-834-3346

HOSPITALS
Twin Cities Hospital 434-3500
Sierra Vista Hospital 546-7600
French Hospital 543-5353

TRANSPORTATION
Cambria Community Bus 927-4173
RTA 541-2228
Cambria Trolley 927-0468

SCHOOLS 
Coast Union High School 927-3889
Leffingwell High School 927-7148
Santa Lucia Middle School 927-3693
Cambria Grammar School 927-4400
New Dawn Montessori School 927-4958

SERVICE CLUBS
Cambria Historical Society 927-8652
Rotary Club of Cambria (Noon) 927-3755
Rotary Club of Cambria Sunrise Centennial 927-3712
Lions Club 927-2409
Allied Arts Association 927-8190 
Masons 927-5349
Odd Fellows 927-1516
4-H of Cambria 927-7278

YOUTH & SENIOR CITIZEN SERVICES
Teen Center of Cambria 927-7776
Joslyn Adult Recreation Center 927-3364

Local 
Services &

Phone Numbers
(Area codes are 805, 

unless otherwise noted)

Relocation
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Among Cambria’s charms is its plentiful supply of walking 
trails, and its small size. The town can be circled on foot in 
approximately four hours. Add some spectacular scenery—
ocean, pines, and rolling grass covered hills-- and you have 
a walkers and hikers paradise. Although few may choose to 
literally circle the town, it is pleasant and easy to stroll across 
it on one of Cambria’s many public hiking trails and its winding 
Cross-Town Trail adjacent to Main Street. The scenic, easily 
accessed trails make it possible to leave your car parked and 
experience the scenery, friendly hospitality, and slow life the 
area has to offer. 

At an average walking pace of three miles per hour, it is pos-
sible to stroll from the northernmost Moonstone Beach motel 
into Cambria’s historic East Village in slightly less than one 
hour. This flat route meanders the full length of Moonstone 
Beach on a pedestrian only boardwalk along the shore. It then 
veers inland across Highway 1 into Cambria’s West Village, 
where one may choose to browse the shops and galleries or 
stop for a coffee break in one of several cafes. You may want 
to detour up the hill to visit Nit Wit Ridge or stop in at the 
Chamber to pick up more information.  

• Ace Hardware page 39
 
• Cambria Business Center page 39

• Cambria Farmer's Market page 40

• Cambria Hardware page 40

• Cambria Village Pharmacy page 39

• The Cambrian
2442 Main Street, Cambria • 805-927-8652 • Cambria’s journal of 
record since 1931. Published every Thursday.

• Mel’s Lock & Key
2580 Pineridge Drive, Cambria • 805-927-4250 • Bonded, licensed, 
insured. Auto, home, commercial. Locks sold, installed & re-keyed.

• McColloch Consulting  page 40

• Nancy McKarney, Graphic Designer/
  Digital Photographer
Offers a diversified range of graphic design services.  Design 
for print or digital use. A list of her website designs and samples 
of her work can be found at mckarney.com. 805.927.0491 Fax: 
805.927.2847 • nancy@mckarney.com Cambria photos available 
at www.seecambria.com

Services

Cambria by Foot
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Follow the Main Street 
section of the Cross-
Town trail eastward 
past the Pinedorado 
Grounds and the Vets 
Hall, where you might 
catch Farmers Market 
on Friday afternoons.  
The storefronts disap-
pear and the poppies 
take over.  Soon, Mid-
town is past, and the 
trail enters Cambria’s 
East Village, the oldest 
part of town. Stop at 

the Cambria Historical Center/Park and Cambria Historical 
Museum and learn more about Cambria’s rich history and 
its parks and trails, or just relax in the shade of its natural 
garden areas.  Visit the many galleries, shops, restaurants 
and historic inns in the East Village. 

On the return to Moonstone Beach, the avid hiker can 
detour off the Cross-Town trail in the East Village by cross-
ing the footbridge between the Bluebird Motel and the Black 
Cat Café. While crossing, enjoy the rare view of Santa Rosa 
Creek by peering over the rail. By day, you may see steel-
head in the clear stream. In the evenings, listen up, the frogs 
reign. Follow the East Fiscalini Ranch trail along the creek, 
crossing back across Hwy. 1 to the west side of the Fiscalini 
Ranch.  Several crisscrossing trails lead through forest and 
grassy rolling hillside with ocean vistas, or along the creek 
back toward Shamel Park and Moonstone Beach.

Grab your trails map and a hat and see where the trails 
take you. You will not be disappointed. If the deer, the bob-
cat, otter and other abundant wildlife do not appear to you 
and no wildflowers are blooming, you will have gotten a little 
exercise and enjoyed the fresh, clean air. If you get tired 
along the way, look for an Otter Bus Trolley stop and take the 
free trolley onward, or try the trails on two wheels.  Most of 
Cambria’s trails allow bicycles as well.

• Old Cambria Marketplace, Shell, page 11

• Rabobank page 40

• Sea for Yourself Kayak page 40

8 AM - 6 PM Daily
10 AM - 5 PM Sundaywww.acecambria.com

Bicycle Rentals, 
Camping & RV Supplies, 
Propane, Firewood and 
a whole lot “more”. . . 

including premium 
paints and stains! 

Cambria’s #1 Packing  & Shipping Store

Packing & Shipping
Copies (Color, B/W & Monster)

Passport Photo • Notary • Fax • Film Processing 
Internet Rental • Office Supplies • Mail Box Rentals

Banners • Greeting Cards & More!
Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5 • Saturday 10-1

Rubber Duckies 
Toys & Games for Kids of all Ages

Pharmacist on Duty Mon-Fri 9-5 & Sat 10-2
OPEN 7 Days a Week

Pharmacy
Cambria Village

“Formerly Keenan’s”
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Services

Every Friday at 2:30 pm - Market closing hours May thru 
September 5:30pm - October thru April 5:00pm
Veterans Memorial Building Parking Lot

The Farmer’s Market features the finest certified
California grown & select organically grown produce.

We have: fruits, vegetables, eggs, seafood, meat, flowers,
as well as bakery items, confections, Mediterranean delicacies 

and take home barbeque & Mexican cuisine.

Farmer’s Market
of Cambria

West Main Street, Cambria   805 927-4715
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Theatre

The Squibb House
In 1877, Fred Darke built the house which stands on the site to-

day. Mr. Darke was born in Carbondale, Pennsylvania in 1845 and, after 
serving in the union army, he came to San Luis Obispo County in 1868. 
He held several teaching positions and taught at the Hesperian school 
in Cambria from 1870 to 1882. He later became county Superintendent 
of Schools and, subsequently, county Rrecorder. He lived in the house 
with his wife, Agnes, also a teacher, and their eight children until 1889 
when the house was sold to Alexander Paterson.

Mr. Paterson was a cabinet maker who made a wide variety of items 
out of wood including coffins which allowed him to serve as the local 
undertaker as well. He ran his business out of a large building which 
he moved from the south side of the house to the north side and then 
added a false front. Today, Bruce Black runs the “Shop Next Door” in 
this building which he has carefully restored to look much like Mr. Pat-
erson left it.

On Mr. Paterson’s death, the property passed to his son, Alexander 
Paterson, Jr., and his wife, Amy, who became postmaster of Cambria. 
In 1919, they sold the house to Earl Van Gorden who used it to operate 
a general store. Interestingly enough, Van Gorden also became Cam-
bria’s postmaster. After it sat vacant for a few years, Paul and Louise 
Squibb bought the property in 1953.

Paul had been founder and headmaster of Midland School in Los 
Olivos, a prestigious private high school. When he retired, the Squibbs 
moved into the house in 1954. Paul was much interested in history and 
was a member of the San Luis Obispo County Historical Society for 
many years, serving as its president part of the time. So, he not only ex-
pended considerable effort to preserve the old house but he also docu-
mented much of the history of Cambria including interviewing many of 
the town’s “old timers”. Both Paul and Louse had a habit of picking up 
trash whenever they went walking through Cambria. This is the origin 
of the term “Squibbing” which means picking up trash, a custom still 
practiced by many locals.

Our sincere Thanks to the Cambria Historical Society for allowing us to pub-
lish this information. We hope you find it entertaining and interesting. For 
membership or donations to the CHS, call 927-2891 or go online at www.
cambriahistoricalsociety.org.
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• Pewter Plough Playhouse
“The Jewel Box of Community Theatres”  presenting live 
plays and refreshing entertainment year-round in a unique, 
charming and professional atmosphere, since 1976. Main 
Street at Sheffield, West Village.   For current attractions call 
927-3877; www.pewterploughplayhouse.org
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• Fermentations
4056 Burton Drive, Cambria • 805-927-7141 
Wine & gourmet food tasting. Gift baskets & home accessories. 
Open 10-10.  www.fermentations.com.  

• Harmony Cellars
Taste award-winning wines while enjoying spectacular country-
side views!  Open 10am to 5pm (open summer until 5:30pm) 
3255 Harmony Valley Road, Harmony CA • 805-927-1625 • 800-
432-9239 • www.harmonycellars.com
 
• J Rosilez Winery
734 Main St, Cambria -805 927-5110
Award winning small production wines. Open 11am-5pm
Summer Hours 11-6 • joe@jpaulwinery.com       

Wine Tast ing Cambria Wine Tasting Demystified
By Todd Clift, Winemaker, Moonstone Cellars

Never been wine tasting? Worried about embarrassing yourself 

in front of the wine-educated?  Never fear - visiting Cambria tast-

ing rooms is fun and low-key!  There’s no dress code beyond the 

requisite shoes and shirt, and formal wine etiquette doesn’t mat-

ter.  Tasting rooms are very welcoming places with staff eager to 

share their products.  You needn’t wax eloquent after every sip; 

either you like the pour, or you don’t.  Only your opinion counts.  

And, unlike confronting your supermarket’s bewildering array of 

wines and prices, tasting rooms invite you to sample before buy-

ing.  That’s the best part - discovering which wines most tantalize 

your palate.  Do you like dry reds, oaky whites, or fragrant des-

sert wines?  Pleasant surprises await you in Cambria.

Ask pourers lots of questions, as no query is considered too ele-

mentary.  If you’re not sure if you’re holding your glass correctly, or 

if you wonder what to serve with your specialty meatloaf, just ask!  

You can learn more about wine in one day of tasting, than many 

folks learn in a lifetime.  Plan to take notes, so you won’t forget 

what you experienced while tasting a lineup of vintages.



 Some tips for tasting: 
Sample white wines before red, and dessert (sweeter) 

wines last.  To taste like a pro, follow the six S’s, in this order: 

See, Swirl, Smell, Sip, Savor, and Swallow (or Spit into the 

dump bucket.  Practice spitting water first, to prevent disas-

trous clothing stains.)

And, to clear your palate between samples, nibble the 

crackers or bread provided. This is essential if you’re going 

“backward” from a dessert wine to a red, or “forward” from 

a red to a white.  When seriously considering purchasing a 

specific wine, request a re-taste.  

Above all, have fun - that’s why you came to Cambria!  

Tasting room pourers stand ready to entertain you with their 

knowledge of local wines, and they’ll even offer touring sug-

gestions for getting the most out of your Cambria visit.

www.cambr iachamber.org 43



Piedras Blancas L ight Stat ion 

The Piedras Blancas Light Station is located six miles north of 
San Simeon, California along Highway One. The eighteen acre site 
was previously part of Rancho    Piedra Blanca.  The name “Piedras  
Blancas” means white rocks and was given by the Spanish explorer 
and navigator Juan Cabrillo in 1542.

Increased shipping traffic following the Gold Rush resulted in 
the need for maritime safety measures.  In 1866 President Andrew 
Johnson   authorized the construction of 8 lighthouses on the west 
coast, including Piedras Blancas.

Work on the tower began in 1874 and was completed in a mere 
9-10 months. The first order Fresnel lens was first illuminated in 1875. 
The lighthouse originally stood 110 feet in height.   Following an earth-
quake in 1948 the upper part of the tower was removed and the first 
order lens was taken to Cambria, where it can be viewed today, next 
to the Veteran’s Memorial Building on Main Street. The current height 
of the tower is 74 feet and it is referred to as a truncated lighthouse.

The U.S. Lighthouse Service managed the   property until 1939 
when responsibility was passed to the U.S. Coast Guard. The Bureau 
of Land Management assumed management of the Piedras Blancas 
Light Station in the fall of 2001. 

Volunteers are involved in a variety of activities, including restora-
tion of native plants. By removing iceplant and other non-native spe-
cies the native plants are allowed to thrive. 

Information number:
1-805-927-2968

www.piedrasblancas.gov

If you would like to donate toward the restoration of Piedras 
Blancas Light Station send your contribution to: Piedras Blancas 
Light Station   Association, P.O. Box 129, San Simeon, CA 93452.

The Department of Interior’s Bureau of Land Management 
works closely with several agencies and organizations and has 
been lauded as a model of interagency and community coopera-
tion. Important on-going research at the site includes  the California 
gray whale, California sea otter, tide pool research, and atmo-
spheric wind studies. 

Tours of the Piedras Blancas Light Station are offered on the 
third Saturday of the month, 10 am and 1 pm. For reservations 
contact the National Geographic Theater at the Hearst Castle State 
Historic Monument Visitor    Center 805-927-6811. The price is $15 
for adults; children under the age 16 are admitted free. 
Visit the San Simeon Bay and the Coastal Discovery Center for 
more information and exibits about the rich natural and cultural his-
tory of the area.  805-927-2145
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• Cambria Weddings by Rameeko
Rev. Theresa Desmond, by Divine appointment.  (805) 927-2607.  
Fax (805) 924-1718.  E-mail: revt@goldcoastrsc.org.  Cell: 
(805) 610-4005.  www.rameeko.org.  A day that is memo-
rable and unique.  One Day at a Time the Divinity that is Love 
is yours now and forever.  Magickal Weddings.  Ceremonies.  
Commitment. Vow Renewal.  Universal Spirit.  Traditional & Non-
Traditional.  All are welcome.  Divine Spirit is everywhere present. 

Weddings
• Cambria Pines Lodge 
800-966-6490 • www.cambriapineslodge.com
Nestled between towering pines and the sea, our historic 
152-room property features stunning wedding venues, themed 
gardens, restaurant, on-site catering, and lodging ranging from 
hotel-style rooms to luxurious cottage-style honeymoon suites.

• Melody’s Kitchen
2531 Village Lane, Suite C, “Tin City” in Cambria 805-927-0763
melody@melodyskitchen.org
“The sweetest little secret in Cambria” .  Our chocolate party 
platters to go or our catered chocolate party buffet is a must!

• Robin's Restaurant
4095 Burton Drive Cambria, Ca (805) 927-5007 
www.robinsrestaurant.com. A beautiful English cottage garden 
setting for up to 80 people in the heart of historic downtown 
Cambria. We provide fresh international menu options and warm, 
gracious service. "A visitor's & Local's delight"
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Hearst    Cast le
Tour 1: The Experience Tour:
Recommended for first-time visitors, 
The Experience Tour combines an intro-
ductory overview of the castle with the 
giant-screen companion film, Hearst 
Castle–Building the Dream.
 
Esplanade and Gardens–One of the most 
beautiful sections of the grounds, featuring 
marble sculptures and flowers in season.
Casa del Sol– An 18-room guesthouse 
facing the Pacific coastline.  See four bed-
rooms, four baths and a sitting room.
Casa Grande–The main house.   
See five ground floor rooms:
Assembly Room, the largest of 14 sitting 
rooms, once the gathering place for Mr. 
Hearst’s guests.
Refectory, the only dining room on the 
Enchanted Hill.
Morning Room, an east-facing sitting room 
filled with Spanish antiques and Flemish 
tapestries.
Billiard Room, a game room featuring two 
1920’s-era billiard tables and a Gothic “mille 
fleurs” tapestry.
Theater, the larget room in Cas Grande.  
Visitors view six minutes of Mr. Hearst’s 
home movies.

Tour 2: Casa Grande:
Doge’s Suite  
An Italian-style suite with a balcony inspired 
by the Doge’s Palace in Venice
“The Cloisters” 
Four guestrooms flanked by open walkways.
The Library  
Over 4,000 books and a remarkable collec-
tion of Ancient Greek and Roman antiquities. 
Gothic Suite  
Mr. Hearst’s impressive private suite with its 
enormous library and office.
Kitchen and Pantry  
A large preparation area for the
Castle’s meals and parties.

Tour 3: Casa Grande North:
North Terrace  
An unfinished area originally intended as 
the estate’s Grande Entrance.
Casa del Monte  
A 10-room guesthouse overlooking the 
Santa Lucia Mountains. 
North Wing of Casa Grande  
Three floors of guest suites completed during 
Mr. Hearst’s final years. These rooms exhibit 

more modern and spacious interiors and 
feature antique Spanish ceilings.
Video  
This short film uses photographs and 
film from the 1920s and 1930s to illus-
trate the enormous amount of change 
and complexity involved in the con-
struction of Hearst Castle.

Tour 4: The Garden Tour 
(Offered April through October) 
Hidden Terrace  
An early staircase, pond and terrace 
completely concealed by later construc-
tion and rediscovered during modern 
restoration. 
Neptune Pool Dressing Rooms  
17 colorfully painted dressing rooms. 
Overview of Gardens and Grounds  
Follow the Esplanade, taking in virtually 
all of the estate’s extensive gardens, 
terraces and walkways. 
Casa del Mar  
Overlooking the Pacific Ocean, the 
largest and most elaborate guest 
house, where Mr. Hearst resided during 
his final years on the estate.
Wine Cellar of Casa Grande 
Featuring rare European vintages and 
California wines.

Tour 5: Evening Tour
(Offered most Friday and Saturday eve-
nings, March-May and
September-December, additional nights 
available during holidays, check online 
or call to confirm dates and times)
Includes highlights from The 
Experience Tour and Tours 2 and 4. 
Relive the Castle’s 1930s heyday 
as docents from the Living History 
Program dressed in period attire add 
life to the magnificent surroundings. 
Travel back in time as you watch an 
engaging newsreel in Casa Grande’s 
Theater. All tour routes are subject to 
change without notice due to safety 
and/or operational needs.
Visit during the holiday season-the 
Castle is lavishly decorated from 
mid-November through the end of 
December.
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